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R ussell M. “Buddy” Wagner, age 82 of Hamburg, Indiana, passed away on

Sunday, April 27, 2025, at his home, surrounded by his Loving Family. Born
June 17, 1942, in Batesville, Indiana, he is the son of Gilbert and Caroline (Nee:

Keeley) Wagner. Russell married Kathleen “Katie” Tekulve on September 7, 1963, at

St. Louis Catholic Church in Batesville, Indiana.

Russell was a hard worker all of his life. He was a factory worker for Hill-Rom, before retiring. He

enjoyed gardening and had a passion for all of his beautiful flowers that he would plant. His
passion for the outdoors allowed him to enjoy many hobbies, which included hunting, fishing,
and mushroom hunting. He was a true fan of the Bengals and the Cincinnati Reds. He loved to

bowl and play horseshoes, as he and his brother Johnny were the best at playing it and would win
at every tournament. He also loved to go for rides with his wife and grandkids on his golf cart. His

grandchildren and great grandchildren were his pride and joy. He had a very special place in his
heart for each of his children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren.

He was a member of St. Louis Catholic Church in Batesville.

Russell is survived by his loving wife of 61 years, Kathleen of Hamburg; son Daniel M. Wagner
and daughter Sandra K. (Robert) Short, all of Batesville; sisters Carol A. (Steve) Stenger of
Hamburg and Mary K. (Kevin) Graves of Madison, Indiana; grandchildren Robbie (Kathy) Short

and Ashley (David) Pickett; great grandchildren Rylee, Harper, and Chase, as well as numerous
nieces and nephews. In addition to his parents, Russell was preceded in death by his sister Brenda

S. (Howard) Wagner, brother John E. Wagner, and infant great grandson Ralphie Pickett.

Visitation is Friday, May 2nd, from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m., at Holy Family Catholic Church in
Oldenburg, Indiana. A Mass of Christian Burial will follow at 12 p.m., with Fr. John Barker

officiating. A graveside service will be held at 10 a.m., Tuesday, May 6th, at St. Louis Cemetery in
Batesville. Memorial contributions may be made to the Margaret Mary Health Foundation

Hospice or the Margaret Mary Health Cancer Center.
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Visitation

Holy Family Church

3027 Pearl Street, Oldenburg IN 47036

Mass of  Christian Burial

Holy Family Church

3027 Pearl Street, Oldenburg IN 47036

Cemetery Details

St. Louis Cemetery

Batesville IN
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Friday,May 2, 2025

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM ET

Friday,May 2, 2025

12:00 PM ET
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Chase Short lit a candle in honor of Russell M..

Chase Short lit a candle in memory of Russell M. Wagner

December 19 at 8:58 AM

DE Debbie &. planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Russell M..

May 1 at 6:42 AM

HT Helen And John Timmer  sent a virtual gift in honor of Russell M..

Helen and John Timmer sent a virtual gift in memory of Russell M. Wagner

April 29 at 10:16 AM

HT Helen And John Timmer  lit a candle in honor of Russell M..

Helen and John Timmer lit a candle in memory of Russell M. Wagner

April 29 at 10:15 AM

Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Russell M..

April 28 at 4:00 PM

KN Kay Lynn Nunlist posted:

Kathy ,Sorry to here about Your Husband. He may be gone, but not forgotten. He will always be in

your Heart. So, You.s will never be apart. Take Care// Your Friend/ Kay Lynn Nunlist

April 28 at 2:38 PM
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CM Connie Thornsberry-Moore lit a candle in honor of Russell M..

Dear Wagner Family, Kathy, Sandy, Dan, and all the grandchildren. I am deeply

sorry for your great loss. I am sending my most heartfelt thoughts and prayers for

all of you. My favorite memory of Russell was when he was telling a joke and I

laughed so hard that I cried. He could always make others laugh. I wish you all

love and peace as you navigate the difficult days ahead. You all have a very special angel in

heaven now. My very best regards. Connie Thornsberry-Moore of Connersville Indiana

April 28 at 1:30 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Russell M. by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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